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Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context, Seventh Edition
fosters awareness of current issues and developing trends from a geographic
perspective, providing a solid foundation in human geography.



A Critical

NEW! Chapter 6:
Language,
Communication,
and Belief focuses
on how both
language and
religion reflect and
influence societies,
as well as how they
spread around the
world, and how they
permeate politics
and social life.
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LANGUAGE,
COMMUNICATION,
AND BELIEF

As an infant—as young, perhaps, as 8 months old—you had to de-
termine the internal structure of a system that possesses tens of thousands
of individual elements. Each of the elements is derived from the same col-
lection of materials and combined into larger units. Those units can be put
together into an infinite set of combinations, although only a limited set of
those joined units are correct within the context of the system. How does
an infant proceed? Fortunately, we tend to learn this system effortlessly: The
system is language, and it is composed of words, sounds, and sentence

But now imagine that yowre a deaf child, 6 or 7 years old. You have reached
this age not fully understanding what it means to be deaf. Imagine how much
more difficult the mission of acquiring language will be for you. Of course,
there will not necessarily be sounds involved in forming your language, but
there must be something else to take the place of sound that will allow you to
communicate the words and the sentences you wish to convey.

Imagine further in this already challenging scenario that it’s 1970 and you
live in Managua, Nicaragua, and there aro no teachers at your school who
know sign language. What is perhaps even more remarkable than the capacity
m the hearing infant’s dbllliy to comprehend and eventually use language is
capacity of a group of deaf children, assembled in a collective but without
lhe aid of a sign language instructor, to develop their own language so they're
able communicate with each other.

These children developed the Nicaraguan Sign Language. It is a unique exam-
ple of how language emerges and becomes populated with a structure, words,
and sentences. The deaf children created the language, not with the help of their
teachers or their parents or any other adults but through their interactions with
each other. Independently, they constructed a natural sign language that contains
the kinds of grammatical regularities that are key to all languages. And, since the

e sgn langusge

*Adapted from J. R. Saffran, A. Senghas, and J. 5. Trucswell, 2001, The Acquisition of Language
by Children, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 98, 23 npn. 187

5.3 Spatial Inequality

n 1990, the United Nations published the first of its annual Human Devel-
opment Reports. The report analyzes how economic growth and human
development are inextricably tied and provides statistics about changes in
both over time as wellas suggestions for how to improve them (Figure 5.D).
Since 1990, the report has taken the position that women are at a struc-
tural disadvantage compared to men and in its 1997 report, stated baldly,
*No society treats its women as well as its men” While the differences be-
tween women's and men's pay in the developed world is a common topic
of discussion and concern (where in the United States for every $1 men
eam, women eam 77 cents), in the developing world, women experience
deep deprivation, exploitation, and harm. The following are ten examples of
gender inequality globally®

The Global Gender Gap

2. Women in many parts of the world experience limited mobility
from not being allowed to drive on public roads to refusing to go
out by themselves at night for fear of attack or rape.

3. One in every three women around the world islikely to be
beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused sometime in her

lifetime.

4. In some countries, a male child is more valuable than a female
child and parents who don't want a girl may either abort the fetus

or kill the child after birth.
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<Figure 5.0 The geography of the
global gender gap Shown n this graphic
are (2) key indicators

the gender inequality index globally.

Women everywhere experience a gender wage gap whether in
the developed or the developing world.

1. What s the gender gap?

2. In what ways would a narrowing of
the gender gap improve the lives of
women around the globe?

In some countries, women are
legally prohibited from owning
land.

According to the United Nations,
women do two-thirds of the
world's work, receive ten percent
of the world's income and own
one percent of the means of eco-
nomic production.

‘Women have more limited access
to health care than men while one
women dies in childbirth every
minute of every day.

Forced marriages and the lack of
legal access to divorce limits many
women's life chances.

Despite making up half the
global population, women hold
only 15.6 percent of elected
seats in national parliaments or
congresses,

Wormen make up more than
two-thirds of the world's illiterate
adults.
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6.2 Spatial Inequality

At a very basic level, literacy is the ability to read and write. Being able to
read and write allows us to determine more readily the course of our lives
as we push beyond simply comprehending language and reproducing it to
transforming who we are and what we are able to do in the world. UNESCO
defines literacy as the “ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, com-
municate and compute, using printed and written materials associated
with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling
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individuals to achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential,
and to participate fully in their community and wider society.”

In the United States, one of the wealthiest countries on Earth, there
are 44 million people—many of whom are incarcerated—who are
functionally illiterate. Functional iliteracy means that an individuals read-
ing and writing skill are inadequate to manage daily living or hold down a
job that requires reading skills beyond a basic level. Figure 6.C is a variation

S
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<Figure 6.C School-to-prison pipeline lliteracy
among US. youth i the result of a combination of initial
conditions but the result is often prison. One of the
largest llterate populations in the country is the prison
population

<«Figure 6.D Race, literacy and
prison Fourth-grade reading
level is one of the measures private
prison firms use to determine
howlarge to build their prisons,
literacy and crime are highly
related
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Structured Learning Path

The Seventh Edition of Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context
provides an active structured learning path to help guide students toward mastery of

key human geography concepts.

Learning Outcomes in each

chapter.

students through the main learning goals for the

LEARNING | = Explain why populations change, " Analyze how geography is a powerful
Ch apter Open er gu i d e h OUTCOMES where those changes occur, and what force in the incidence of health and
the implications of population change disease.

are for the future of different places

= Demonstrate how the movement of
around the globe.

populations is affected by both push

= [dentify the two most important and pull factors, and explain how
factors in population dynamics, birth these factors are key to understanding
and death, and how they shape new settlement patterns.

population characteristics.

none.

KNOWLEDGE

1. What can we learn by studying cultural traits? How does looking
at cultural complexes help us better understand the relationship
between humans and the spaces in which they live?

2. Identify two traits that are characteristic of the cultural group to
which you belong. Are the traits related to the country or region
in which you live? Describe the relationship or explain why there is

» UPDATED! Apply Your Knowledge questions are
integrated throughout the chapter sections, giving
students a chance to stop and practice/apply their
understanding. The first of these paired questions is
now a lower-level knowledge-based reading question,
while the second is a higher-level application question.

collectors?

2

geographies—of landscapes, emotions,
peoples, and travels—do these mate-

rial objects recall for you or for their included in a|| boxed

How else do we connect fact and
fiction in our daily lives? Think of an
example of something significant and
influential that is nevertheless not re-
ally “real” How does this connection
between fact and fiction influence you?

1. Look around you both at home and in
stores. What souvenirs do you find?
What do they remind you of? What

check their understan

NEW! Active learning questions are now

features so that students can
ding as they read.

LEARNING OUTCOMES REVISITED|

= Describe why populations change, where those changes occur, .
and what the implications of population change are for the
future of different places around the globe.

Population phers bring to d phy a special

perspective—the spatial perspective—that emphasizes de-
scription and explanation of the “where” of population
distribution, patterns, and processes. The distribution of
population is a result of many factors, such as employment
opportunities, culture, water supply, climate, and other phys-
ical environment characteristics. Geographers explore these
patterns of distribution and density, as well as population
composition in order to comprehend the complex geography
of populations. Understanding the reasons for and implica-
tions of variation in patterns and composition provides geog-
raphers with insight into population change and the potential

D how the of poy ion is affected by
both push and pull factors and explain how these factors are
key to understanding new settlement patterns.

In general terms, migrants make their decisions to move
based on push factors and pull factors. Remember that
push factors are events and conditions that impel an in-
dividual to move from a location. Pull factors are forces of
attraction that influence migrants to move to a particular
location. Mobility is the capacity to move from one place
to another, either permanently or temporarily. Migration,
in contrast, is an actual long-distance move to a new loca-

Learning Outcomes Revisited found at the
end of each chapter summarizes chapter content
correlated to the Learning Outcomes stated in
each chapter opener.

tion. Permanent and temporary changes of residence can
ocaur for a variety of reasons. Striving for economic better-
ment or escaping from adverse political conditions, such
as war or oppression, are the most frequent causes. Push

Analysis activities feature takes
students beyond traditional
review material. Students further
their understanding as they
manipulate media, collect data,
and use interactive mapping.

NEW! The end-of-chapter Data P> | DATAANALYSIS

In this chapter we have looked at a central component of 3. Where in the city does Finley plant his gardens?
human-environmental interactions: the geography of food and
agriculture, from the global to the household and individual

shootings in his communities?

1. What does Ron Finley say about fast food versus drive-by-

4. What is Los Angeles Green Grounds and how do they

level. In looking at this basic aspect of life—producing and con- work?

suming food—the issue of space, economy, and politics play a 5. How is gardening like art? How does Finley talk about
huge role as seen in the debates over the Green soil?

Revolution, the Biorevolution, food sovereignty, LA Guerilla . . .
anti-GMO resistance movements and the con- Gardeners 6. How c.loes guem'lla gardening changle a community? How
cept of “food deserts.” To look closer at how and i are children a vital component of this process?

where we produce food, watch the story of Ron o 7. What does Finley say about flipping the script and making
Finley, a “guerilla gardener” in South Central Los Of2 gardening “gangster”?

Angeles and answer these questions.] 1o/G00 gL RGO

8. Do an Internet search on “guerrilla gardeners.” What other
cities have guerrilla gardener groups? Does your city?
Would you consider starting a guerilla garden?

2. Why is “food the problem, and food is the solution”?




Cutting-Edge Cartography & Visual Program

The superior cartography of Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context comprises
scores of rich, diverse, and fully updated maps that help professors better teach their students the

important spatial elements inherent to human geography.

Current data
Up-to-date information gives readers access to the
most current demographic statistics and data.
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A Figure 3.G Internally displaced and refugee Syrians, 2013 This map shows the scattering of Syrians due to the
civil war there. In addition to those that have been pushed into other parts of the Syria, the map also shows those who are
living in refugee camps on Syria's borders with Lebanon, Jordan, and Irag, http//reliefwebint/map/syrian-arab-republic/
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Top 5 energy companies in the
world by revenue (2008)

Gazprom $141,455m
EON $127,278m
GDF Suex $99,419m
RWE $71,851m
Koc Holdings. $44,168m
Largest companies in the world by
revenue (2008)

Royal Dutch Shell  $458,361m

A Figure 4.19 Gazprom natural gas reserves, 2013 Almost three-quarters of the world's natural gas reserves are located in the Middle East
and Eurasia. Together, Russia, Iran, and Qatar account for about 55 percent of the world's natural gas reserves. This figure shows the dominance
of the Russian gas company, Gazprom, with extraction sites in South America, Africa, the Middle East and Asia. (source: htpiwwwarcticgas govican-gas-iquids-

technology-get-traction, accessed June 22, 2014)

Compound figures
The book features many compound figures that

combine maps with photographs and/or illustrations.
These figures capture student interest by integrating
spatial, real-world, and conceptual information.

¥ Figure 6.6 Iranian language tree Iranian languages are spoken in Iran, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, and parts of Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, and scattered areas of the Caucasus Mountains.
There are 87 Iranian languages, shown in black letters with iving languages underscored

by green lines. The dialects are shown in grey letters. The extinct languages are shown

with brown lines.
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Mental maps & diagrams
These graphics depict people’s perceptions of concepts
and geography, highlighting the ways in which everyday
phenomena and data can be mapped.

Maximum areal extent

@ 2650
@ w50
D 1440

D 11740,

© Greek city-states.
750-550 B.C.E.

© Carthaginian
colonies
(c.5008.0)
ATLANTIC
OCEAN

AFigure 2.2 The Premodern World (2) This map shows the distribution of the Greek city-states and Carthaginian colonies and the spread of the Roman
empire from 218 B.CE. to 117 CE dspted from R King et Lond 14,1977, pp. 59 and 64)

(b) Many of the roads that were built by Romans became established as major routes throughout Europe. This photo shows the cardos maimus (main road) at
Tharros in Sardinia, taly.




Engaging, Relevant Applications

Provocative applications increase student interest, fostering awareness of current
issues and developing trends that impact the world and their lives.

UPDATED!

Urban Planet

grandest of the grand challenges humanity will ever
abi

1.1 Geography Matters

Geography Matters
explore contemporary
real-world applications
of key chapter
concepts and themes.
Authored by expert
contributors, the
Geography Matters
features demonstrate
to students that

the focus of human
geography is on real-
world problems.

Why Geography Matters
5
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gation peaked between 1960 and 1970. Between 1980 and 2010

racial segregation declined, but at a very slow pace. In 2010 the
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youhave learned.

2. Analyze the demographi concept of ‘minority-majority” gographies

economy compared to white majory areas?

Window on the World take
a key concept and explore its

This feature helps students

to appreciate the relevance

of geographic concepts to
world events, and brings some
far-flung places closer to their
comprehension.

application in a particular location.

11.3 Window on the World

The Pearl River Delta: An Extended Metropolis

re 11 The Cityof Hong Ko

UPDATED! Visualizing
Geography

incorporate edgy,
modern applications

and visualizations

of geographic data.
These interesting and
challenging visualizations
are unique, and set apart
Knox & Marston's visual

pprogram.

this booring region?




Continuous Learning Before, During & After Class
with MasteringGeography

MasteringGeography™ delivers engaging, dynamic learning opportunities—focusing on course objectives and
responsive to each student’s progress—that are proven to help students absorb geography course material and
understand challenging geographic processes and concepts.

BEFORE CLASS
Mobile Media & Reading Assignments Ensure Students Come to Class Prepared
Interactive Album Renewable Energy International
of Map Projections Institute Inrnational Network for Urban

Agriculture

NEW! mobile-ready Quick Response (QR) codes "-qi‘

L EM%E
integrated throughout the chapters give students A

C Yk : L
. . . . . E -
instant access to online data sets, readings, and media. htip://goo.gItTWBve | |hitp://goo.gimZdoMn| | nipigoo.gupoie

NEW! Dynamic Study Modules personalize each
student’s learning experience. Created to allow students
to acquire knowledge on their own and be better
prepared for class discussions and assessments, this
mobile app is available for iOS and Android devices.

Pearson eText in MasteringGeography gives
students access to the text whenever and wherever
they can access the internet.

Features of Pearson eText:

* Now available on smartphones and tablets.

* Seamlessly integrated videos and other rich media.
e Fully accessible (screen-reader ready).

* Configurable reading settings, including resizable
type and night reading mode.

* [nstructor and student note-taking, highlighting,
bookmarking, and search functionality.

Reading Questions ensure that students complete the assigned reading before class and stay on track with reading
assignments. Reading Questions are 100% mobile ready and can be completed by students on mobile devices.




DURING CLASS
Learning Catalytics & Engaging Media

¢é My students are so busy and engaged answering Learning Catalytics

questions during lecture that they don't have time for Facebook. 7 ?

DECLAN DE PAOR,
OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY

What has professors and students excited? Learning Catalytics, a "bring your own device” student engagement,

assessment, and classroom intelligence system, allows students to use their smartphone, tablet, or laptop to respond to
questions in class. With Learning Cataltyics, you can:

= Assess students in real-time using open-ended question formats to uncover student misconceptions and adjust lecture
accordingly.

= Automatically create groups for peer instruction based on student response patterns, to optimize discussion
productivity.

Ganpmty Prfesur | P | Loy mg

learning | catalytics

Shater = e Varizon ¥ 1239 FM o 54% m.

ABAI506E | 2 students & learningeatalytics.com (ot

Session 48435966 m

AEER 4 Aihoes Sskalon oo i i

regian question
This map shows the hearth areas and
diffusion pattern of lour major religions
Idendity tha hearth area where Islam
criginated

X Switch in faxt response

B2 Send & Massaqs to the Instnuctor

h M

Enrich Lecture with Dynamic Media

Teachers can incorporate dynamic media into lecture, such as Videos, MapMaster Interactive Maps, and Geoscience
Animations.




AFTER CLASS
Easy to Assign, Customizable, Media-Rich, & Automatically Graded Assignments

01:47 | OT:52

NEW! Geography Videos from
such sources as the BBC and the
Financial Times are now included
in addition to the videos from
Television for the Environment's
Life and Earth Report series in
MasteringGeography.
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MapMaster Interactive Map
Activities are inspired by GIS,
allowing students to layer various
thematic maps to analyze spatial
patterns and data at regional
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The activily below shows the five-stage demographic transition model, including birth rates, death rates, and the tofal popalation caused by nalural increase

NEW! GeoTutors. These highly visual during aach stage.
& data-rich coaching items with hints and st e e
specific wrong answer feedback help

students master the toughest topics in | sopiten |

geography. [“opieen

=t R

Stage & Stage §
dexlining
mortality

| fow mortality

L J

| high fertility

Births and deaths (pav 1housand pay yesr

1

I declining
| ferniity

Hints

Demagraphic transition is not simply a theorstical moded; i can be effectively applied to understand the stale of deveiopment in countries.

' UPDATED! Encounter (Google Earth)

4 activities provide rich, interactive explorations
of human geography concepts, allowing
students to visualize spatial data and tour
distant places on the virtual globe.
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Map Projections
Map Projection Proparties: Spatial Ratatior

ips and Characteristics
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Map Projections interactive tutorial e natpreseneshaps oo
media help reinforce and remediate
students on the basic yet challenging
fundamental map projection concepts.
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Preface

A nation, like a person, has a mind—a mind that must be
kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that
understands the hopes and needs of its neighbors—all
the other nations that live within the narrowing circle
of the world.

Franklin Roosevelt, Third Inaugural Address,
Monday, January 20, 1941

Most people have an understanding of what their own lives are
like and know a good deal about their own neighborhood and
perhaps even something of the larger city and state in which they
live. Yet, even as the countries and regions of the world become
more interconnected, most of us still know very little about the
lives of people on the other side of our country, or in other socie-
ties, or about the ways the lives of those people connect to our
own. To change the world, to make it a better place for all peo-
ple, we need to understand not just our little corner of it, but the
whole of it—the broad sweep of human geography that consti-
tutes the larger world of which our small corners are just a part.

This book provides an introduction to human geography
that will help young men and women to understand critically
the world in which they live. To study human geography, to put
it simply, is to study the dynamic and complex relationships
between peoples and the worlds they inhabit. Our book gives
students the basic geographical tools and concepts needed to
understand the complexity of places and regions, and to appre-
ciate the interconnections between their own lives and those
of people in different parts of the world—to make the world a
better place.

NEW TO THE SEVENTH EDITION

The seventh edition of Places and Regions in Global Context
represents a thorough revision. Every part of the book was
examined carefully with the goal of keeping topics and data
current while also improving the clarity of the text and the
graphics. We have also sought to enhance the utility of the
book for both instructors and students.

®m A new chapter (Chapter 6) on Language, Communication,
and Belief gives a greater focus on how both language and
religion reflect and influence societies, as well as how they
spread around the world, and how they permeate politics
and social life.

® Spatial Inequality features highlight the growing imbal-
ances and inequalities in today’s global society relative to
the chapter’s major themes.

m The reimagined Geography Matters features, authored by
expert contributors from the community, present contem-
porary research and hot topics in geography subfields.

Data Analysis activities at the end of each chapter give stu-
dents the chance to put their understanding of key themes
in the chapter into practice. Students further their under-
standing as they manipulate media, collect data, and use
interactive mapping.

Newly redesigned Visualizing Geography features consist-
ently incorporate edgy, modern applications and visualiza-
tions of current spatial data.

Active learning assessments are now included in all boxed
features so that students can check their understanding.

The seventh edition also incorporates a comprehensive
updating of all of the data, maps, photographs, and illus-
trative examples.

We have added or expanded upon quite a few topics,
including climate change and issues of sustainability; ris-
ing sea levels; spatial inequality; gender and economic
development; place, space and scale; landscape and art;
cultural heritage; urban regeneration; and urban environ-
mental problems; conflict zones; changing demographic
issues; food, health and place; gender and sexuality; and
what the near future is likely to be. These changes are
designed to ensure that we offer the most up-to-date cover-
age in the field of human geography.

A renewed focus on fundamentals gives students access
not only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that
address the changes mentioned earlier in this text, but
also to the fundamentals of human geography: the prin-
ciples, concepts, theoretical frameworks, and basic
knowledge.

Over 150 new Geography Videos from the BBC and the
Financial Times are now included in MasteringGeography.
Students can access the videos on their own in the Study
Area, and teachers can assign the videos with assessment
activities.

Learning Catalytics™ is a “bring your own device” student
engagement, assessment, and classroom intelligence system.

With Learning Catalytics™ you can:

m  Assess students in real time, using open-ended tasks to
probe student understanding.

®m Understand immediately where students are and adjust
your lecture accordingly.

m Improve your students’ critical-thinking skills.
m  Access rich analytics to understand student performance.

®m  Add your own questions to make Learning Catalytics™
fit your course exactly.



xxii PREFACE

® Dynamic Study Modules personalize each student’s
learning experience. Created to allow students to acquire
knowledge on their own and be better prepared for class
discussions and assessments, this mobile app is available
for i0OS and Android devices.

OBJECTIVE & APPROACH

The objective of the book is to introduce the study of human
geography by providing not only a body of knowledge about
the creation of places and regions, but also an understanding
of the interdependence of places and regions in a globalizing
world. The approach is aimed at establishing an intellectual
foundation that will enable a lifelong and life-sustaining geo-
graphical imagination: an essential tool for today’s students
in order to confront tomorrow’s global, national, regional, and
local challenges.

The book takes a fresh approach to human geography,
reflecting the major changes that have recently been impressed
on global, regional, and local landscapes. These changes
include the globalization of industry and the related rapid rise
of China and India as economic powerhouses, the upwelling
of ethnic regionalisms on the heels of decolonization and the
formation of new states, the movement of peoples around the
world in search of better lives, the physical restructuring of
cities, the transformation of traditional agricultural practices
throughout much of the world, global environmental change
and the movement for sustainability, the eruptions of war and
the struggles for peace, and the emerging trend toward trans-
national political and economic organizations. The approach
used in Places and Regions in Global Context provides access
not only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that address
these changes, but also to the fundamentals of human geog-
raphy: the principles, concepts, theoretical frameworks,
and basic knowledge that are necessary to more specialized
studies.

The most distinctive feature of this approach is that it
emphasizes the interdependence of both places and processes
in different parts of the globe. In overall terms, this approach is
designed to provide an understanding of relationships between
global processes and the local places in which they unfold. It fol-
lows that one of the chief organizing principles is how globali-
zation frames the social and cultural construction of particular
places and regions. This approach has several advantages. For
example:

m [t captures aspects of human geography that are among
the most compelling in the contemporary world—the geo-
graphical bases of cultural diversity and their impacts on
everyday life.

m [t encompasses the salient aspects of new emphases in aca-
demic human geography—the new emphasis on sustainabil-
ity and its role in the social construction of spaces and places.

m [t makes for an easier marriage between topical and regional
material by emphasizing how processes link them—tech-
nological innovation and the varying ways technology is
adopted and modified by people in particular places.

m [t facilitates meaningful comparisons between places in
different parts of the world—how the core-generated in-
dustrialization of agriculture shapes gender relations in
households both in the core and the periphery.

In short, the textbook is designed to focus on geographical
processes and to provide an understanding of the interdepend-
ence among places and regions without losing sight of their
individuality and uniqueness.

Several important themes are woven into each chapter,
integrating them into the overall approach:

m the relationship between global processes and their local
manifestations;

m the interdependence of people and places, especially the
interactive relationships between core regions and periph-
eral regions;

m the continuing transformation of the political economy
of the world system, and of nations, regions, cities, and
localities;

m the social and cultural differences that are embedded in
human geographies (especially the differences that relate
to race, ethnicity, gender, age, and class).

CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

The organization of the book is innovative in several ways.
First, the chapters are organized so that the conceptual frame-
work—why geography matters in a globalizing world—is laid
out in Chapters 1 and 2 and then deployed in thematic chapters
(Chapters 3 through 12). Second, the conceptual framework of
the book requires the inclusion of two introductory chapters
rather than the usual one. The first describes the basics of a
geographic perspective; the second explains the value of the
globalization approach.

Third, the distinctive chapter ordering within the book fol-
lows the logic of moving from less complex to more complex
systems of human social and economic organization, always
highlighting the interaction between people and the world
around them. The first thematic chapter (Chapter 3) focuses
on human population. Its early placement in the book reflects
the central importance of people in understanding geography.
Chapter 4 deals with the relationship between people and the
environment as it is mediated by technology. This chapter
explores human—environment relations and establishes a cen-
tral theme: that all human geographical issues are about how
people negotiate their environment—whether the natural or
the built environment.

The chapter on nature, society, and technology is followed
by Chapter 5 on cultural geography. The intention in position-
ing the cultural chapter here is to signal that culture is the
primary medium through which people operate and under-
stand their place in the world. Chapter 6, new to this edition,
gives a focus on how both language and religion reflect and
influence societies, as well as how they spread around the world,
and how they permeate politics and social life. In Chapter 7,



the impact of cultural processes on the landscape is explored,
together with the ways in which landscape shapes cultural
processes.

In Chapter 8, the book begins the move toward more
complex concepts and systems of human organization by
concentrating on economic development. The focus of
Chapter 9 is agriculture. The placement of agriculture after
economic development reflects the overall emphasis on
globalization. This chapter shows how processes of globali-
zation and economic development have led to the industri-
alization of agriculture at the expense of more traditional
agricultural systems and practices.

The final three thematic chapters cover political geogra-
phy (Chapter 10), urbanization (Chapter 11), and city structure
(Chapter 12). Devoting two chapters to urban geography, rather
than a more conventional single chapter, is an important indi-
cation of how globalization increasingly leads to urbanization
of the world’s people and places.

Features

The hallmark feature of our book is the global framework that
promotes a strong connection between topical and regional
material by emphasizing how their processes are linked (e.g.,
technological innovation and the varying ways technology is
adopted and modified by people and places). This makes for a
contemporary approach to human geography, reflecting many
trends in the discipline, such as the globalization of industry,
the upwelling of ethnic regionalisms on the heels of decolo-
nization and new state formation, and the trend toward trans-
national political and economic organizations. The global
framework also facilitates meaningful comparisons between
people and places in different parts of the world, such as how
the core-generated industrialization of agriculture shapes gen-
der relations in households, both in the core and in the periph-
ery. It allows us to present the relevant aspects of different
emphases in academic human geography (e.g., geopolitics and
its role in the social construction of spaces and places). At the
same time, a focus on fundamentals gives students access not
only to the new ideas, concepts, and theories that address the
changes mentioned earlier in this text but also to the funda-
mentals of human geography: the principles, concepts, theo-
retical frameworks, and basic knowledge. The book’s thematic
structure weaves several important themes into every chap-
ter: the interdependence of people and places, especially the
interactive relationships between the core and the periphery;
social and cultural differences that are embedded in human
geographies, especially the differences that relate to race, eth-
nicity, gender, age, and class; the relationship between global
processes and their local manifestations; and the continuing
transformation of the political economy of the world system
and nations, regions, cities, and localities.

To signal the freshness of the approach, the book features a
superior cartographic program, consisting of rich, diverse, and
fully updated maps that help professors better teach their stu-
dents the important spatial elements inherent to human geog-
raphy. The cartography program features numerous compound
figures that combine maps with photographs and line drawings.
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The pedagogy of the book employs four different boxed
features—“Geography Matters,” “Visualizing Geography,”
“Spatial Inequality,” and “Window on the World.”

Geography Matters features, authored by expert guest contrib-
utors, show how geographers are using their unique perspec-
tives and contemporary geographic tools to solve real-world
problems, emphasizing how geography and the geographic
method matter in the world today.

Visualizing Geography boxes treat key concepts of the chapter
through modern applications and visualizations of data, help-
ing students “see” the ways geography shapes their daily lives.

Spatial Inequality features highlight the growing imbalances
and inequalities in today’s global society relative to the chap-
ter’s major themes.

Window on the World boxes take a key concept and explore
its application in a particular location. This feature allows
students to appreciate the relevance of geographic concepts
to world events and brings far-flung places closer to their
comprehension.

These features are explored through each chapter’s learn-
ing path, which guides the reader through each chapter’s
themes, starting with the Learning Outcomes at the start of
each chapter, and continuing with each Apply Your Knowl-
edge question pairing to ensure a student’s understanding of
key elements of each section. Every chapter includes Future
Geographies, which details what global and local elements
may take shape in the years ahead. We conclude each chap-
ter with Learning Outcomes Revisited, designed to encapsulate
the imperative elements of the chapter’s narrative.

CONCLUSION

The idea for this book evolved from conversations between the
authors and colleagues about how to teach human geography in
colleges and universities. Our intent was to find a way not only
to capture the exciting changes that are rewriting the world’s
landscapes and reorganizing the spatial relationships between
people but also to demonstrate convincingly why the study of
geography matters. Our aim was to show why a geographical
imagination is important, how it can lead to an understanding
of the world and its constituent places and regions, and how it
has practical relevance in many spheres of life.
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Explain how the study of
geography has become essential
for understanding a world that

is more complex, interdependent,
and changing faster than ever
before.

Identify four examples of how places
influence inhabitants' lives.

State the differences among major
map projections and describe their
relative strengths and weaknesses.

Explain how geographers use geo-
graphic information systems (GIS) to
merge and analyze data.

Summarize the five concepts that are
key to spatial analysis and describe how

they help geographers to analyze rela-
tionships between peoples and places.

Describe the importance of distance in
shaping human activity.

Summarize the three concepts that are
key to regional analysis and explain how
they help geographers analyze relation-
ships between peoples and places.




A Flower market in Karnataka, India.

GEOGRAPHY
MAT TERS

In Buenos Aires, Argentina, rioting teenagers ransacked and
robbed working-class neighborhood grocery stores in 2012, leaving 22 dead
and more than 200 injured. It was one of more than 50 riots worldwide be-
tween 2007 and 2014 where food was the principal issue.’ The problem of
food shortages and rising food prices in Argentina and in many other places
is a reflection of the increasing geographic interdependence of the world. The
situation is partly the result of increasing food consumption in other parts of
the world, especially in booming China and India, where many have stopped
growing their own food and have the cash to buy a lot more of it. Increasing
meat consumption has helped drive up demand for feed grain, and this in turn
has driven up the price of grain everywhere. Speculators in international com-
modity markets have joined the fray, further accelerating price rises. Another
key linkage concerns energy prices: High oil prices push up fertilizer prices,
while the cost of transporting food from farm to market adds to food costs.
The popularity of biofuels as an alternative to hydrocarbons is straining food
supplies, especially in the United States, where generous federal subsidies
for ethanol have lured farmers away from growing crops for food. Compound-
ing all this is climate change. Harvests in many countries have been seriously
disrupted by more frequent extreme weather events. In 2013-2014, there were
prolonged droughts in Argentina, California, eastern Brazil, Texas, parts of
the Mediterranean, and the Sahel region of Africa; catastrophic floods in Can-
ada and Central Europe; severe hailstorms in Germany; and a record-breaking
typhoon that killed more than 6,000 in the Philippines.

Human geography is about recognizing and understanding the interdepen-
dence among places and regions, without losing sight of the uniqueness of
each specific place. Places are specific geographic settings with distinctive
physical, social, and cultural attributes. Regions are territories that encompass

1The World Bank Group, Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Network, Food Price
Watch, 17, Washington, D.C., May 2014.
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many places, all or most of which share attributes dif-
ferent from the attributes of places elsewhere. Maps are
also important tools for introducing geographers' ideas
about the way that places and regions are made and
altered.

WHY GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

The importance of geography as a subject of study is becoming
more widely recognized as people everywhere struggle to un-
derstand a world that is increasingly characterized by instant
global communications, rapidly changing international rela-
tionships, unexpected local changes, and growing evidence of
environmental degradation. Many more schools now require
courses in geography than just a decade ago, and the College
Board has added the subject to its Advanced Placement pro-
gram. Meanwhile, many employers are coming to realize the
value of employees with expertise in geographical analysis
and an understanding of the uniqueness, influence, and inter-
dependence of places. Through an appreciation of the diver-
sity and variety of the world's peoples and places, geography
provides real opportunities not only to contribute to local, na-
tional, and global development but also to understand and pro-
mote multicultural, international, and feminist perspectives in
the world.

Most people want to understand the intrinsic nature of
the world in which we live. Geography enables us to under-
stand where we are both literally and figuratively. Geography
provides knowledge of Earth's physical and human systems
and of the interdependency of living things and physical en-
vironments. That knowledge, in turn, provides a basis for
people to cooperate in the best interests of our planet. Ge-
ography also captures the imagination: It stimulates curios-
ity about the world and the world's diverse inhabitants and
places. By obtaining a better understanding of the world,
people can overcome closed-mindedness, prejudice, and
discrimination.

KNOWLEDGE

1. Why do you think studying geography is critical in today's world?

2. List three reasons why a corporate employer would feel it is
important for prospective employees to have some knowledge
of geography.

WHY PLACES MATTER

An appreciation of the diversity and variety of peoples and
places is a theme that runs through all of human geography,
the study of the spatial organization of human activity and of
people's relationships with their environments. This theme
is inherently interesting to nearly all of us. National Geo-
graphic magazine has become a venerable institution by bring-
ing us monthly updates of the seemingly endless variety of
landscapes and communities around the world. More than

5 million households, representing about 19 million regular
readers, subscribe to this magazine for its intriguing descrip-
tions and striking photographs. Millions more read it occasion-
ally in offices, lobbies, waiting rooms, or online.

Yet many Americans often seem content to confine their
interest in geography to the pages of glossy magazines, to tele-
vision documentaries, or to one-week packaged vacations.
It has become part of the conventional wisdom—both in the
United States and around the world—that many Americans
have little real appreciation or understanding of people and
places beyond their own daily routines. This is perhaps put-
ting it too mildly. Surveys have revealed widespread igno-
rance among a high proportion of Americans, not only of the
fundamentals of the world's geography but also of the diver-
sity and variety within the United States itself. In surveys of
young adults in Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, Sweden, and the United States, Americans
come in next to last in terms of geographic literacy. Neither
wars nor natural disasters appear to have compelled the ma-
jority of young Americans to absorb knowledge about interna-
tional places in the news.

So although most people in the United States are fasci-
nated by different places, relatively few have a systematic
knowledge of them. Fewer still understand how different
places came to be the way they are or why places matter in the
broader scheme of things. This lack of understanding is unfor-
tunate because geographic knowledge can take us far beyond a
simple glimpse of the inherently interesting variety of peoples
and places.

The Influence of Places

Places are dynamic, with changing properties and fluid bound-
aries that are the product of the interplay of a wide variety of
environmental and human factors. This dynamism and com-
plexity is what makes places so fascinating for readers of
National Geographic. It is also what makes places so important
in shaping people's lives and in influencing the pace and di-
rection of change. Places provide the settings for people's daily
lives and their social relations (patterns of interaction among
family members, at work, in social life, in leisure activities,
and in political activity). It is in these settings that people learn
who and what they are, how they are expected to think and
behave, and what life is likely to hold for them.

Places exert a strong influence, for better or worse, on peo-
ple's physical well-being, opportunities, and lifestyle choices.
Living in a small town dominated by petrochemical industries,
for example, means a higher probability of being exposed to air
and water pollution, having a limited range of job opportuni-
ties, and having a relatively narrow range of lifestyle options
because of a lack of amenities such as theatres, specialized
stores and restaurants, and recreational facilities (Figure 1.1).
Living in a central neighborhood of a large metropolitan area,
on the other hand, usually means having a wider range of job
opportunities and a greater choice of lifestyle options because
of the variety of amenities accessible within a short distance
(Figure 1.2). But it also means, among other things, living with
a relatively high exposure to crime.



V Figure 1.2 Central city neighborhood Shopping on Newbury Street in
Boston.
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<(Figure 1.1 Quality of life
Heavy industry adjacent to a housing
development.

The Meaning of Places

Places also contribute to people's collective memory and be-
come powerful emotional and cultural symbols. Consider
the evocative power for most Americans of places like Times
Square in New York; the Mall in Washington, D.C.; Hollywood
Boulevard in Los Angeles; and Graceland in Memphis. And for
many people, ordinary places have special meaning: a child-
hood neighborhood, a college campus, a baseball stadium,
or a family vacation spot. This layering of meanings reflects
the way that places are socially constructed—given different
meanings by different groups for different purposes. Places ex-
ist and are constructed by their inhabitants from a subjective
point of view.

The meanings given to a place may be so strong that they
become a central part of the identity of the people experienc-
ing them. Your identity is the sense that you make of yourself
through your subjective feelings based on your everyday ex-
periences and social relations. Your own neighborhood, for
example, is probably heavily laden with personal meaning
and sentiment for you. But your neighborhood may well be
viewed very differently, perhaps unsympathetically, by outsid-
ers. This distinction is useful in considering the importance
of understanding spaces and places from the viewpoint of the
insider—the person who normally lives in and uses a particular
place—as well as from the viewpoint of outsiders (including
geographers).

Finally, places are the sites of innovation and change, of
resistance and conflict (Figure 1.3). The unique characteristics
of specific places can provide the preconditions for new
agricultural practices (such as the development of seed agri-
culture and the use of plow and draft animals that sparked the
first agricultural revolution in the Middle East in prehistoric
times—see Chapter 9); new modes of economic organization
(such as the high-tech revolution that began in Silicon Valley



in the late twentieth century); new cultural practices (e.g., the
punk movement that began in disadvantaged British housing
projects); and new lifestyles (e.g., the hippie lifestyle that be-
gan in San Francisco in the late 1960s). It is in specific locales
that important events happen, and it is from them that signifi-
cant changes spread.

Nevertheless, the influence of places is by no means limited
to the occasional innovative change. Because of their distinc-
tive characteristics, places always modify and sometimes resist
the imprint of even the broadest economic, cultural, and politi-
cal trends. Consider, for example, the way that a global cultural
trend—rock n' roll—was modified in Jamaica to produce reggae.
And how in Iran and North Korea rock n' roll has been resisted
by the authorities, with the result that it has acquired an alto-
gether different kind of value and meaning for the citizens of
those countries. Similarly, Indian communities in London de-
veloped Bhangra—a “world beat” composite of traditional Pun-
jabi music, Bollywood (Hindi) movie scores, and Western disco.
Cross-fertilization with local music cultures in New York and
Los Angeles has produced Bhangra rap.

To consider a different illustration, think of the ways some
communities have declared themselves “nuclear-free” zones:
places where nuclear weapons and nuclear reactors are un-
welcome or even banned by local laws. By establishing such
zones, individual communities are seeking to challenge trends
toward using nuclear energy and maintaining nuclear arms.
They are, to borrow a phrase, “thinking globally and acting
locally.” Similarly, some communities have established “GM-
free” zones, taking a stance against genetically modified crops
and food. In adopting such strategies, they hope to influence
thinking in other communities so that eventually their chal-
lenge could result in a reversal of established trends.

In summary, places are settings for social interaction that,
among other things,

m structure the daily routines of people's economic and
social life;

m provide both opportunities and constraints in terms of
people's long-term social well-being;

<Figure 1.3 Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt
The site of major anti-government
demonstrations in 2011 that led to the
fall of Egypt's President Mubarak; and of
celebrations in 2014 (shown here) of the
inauguration of President el-Sissi.

m provide a context in which everyday, commonsense
knowledge and experience are gathered;

m provide a setting for processes of socialization; and

= provide an arena for contesting social norms.

KNOWLEDGE

1. How does place affect identity?

2. Explain how and why a particular place has mattered to you. How
might others' experience or perception of that same place differ
from yours? How does your place influence your health or job
prospects?

STUDYING HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

The study of geography involves the study of Earth as cre-
ated by natural forces and modified by human action. This, of
course, covers an enormous amount of subject matter. There
are two main branches of geography: physical and human.
Physical geography deals with Earth's natural processes and
their outcomes. It is concerned, for example, with climate,
weather patterns, landforms, soil formation, and plant and
animal ecology. Human geography deals with the spatial
organization of human activities and with people's relation-
ships to their environments. This involves looking at natural
physical environments insofar as they influence, and are in-
fluenced by, human activity. To that end, the study of human
geography must cover a wide variety of phenomena. These in-
clude, for example, agricultural production and food security,
population change, the ecology of human diseases, resource
management, environmental pollution, regional planning, and
the symbolism of places and landscapes.

Regional geography combines elements of both physical
and human geography. Regional geography is concerned with the
way that unique combinations of environmental and human fac-
tors produce territories with distinctive landscapes and cultural



attributes. The concept of region is used by geographers to ap-
ply to larger-sized territories that encompass many neighboring
places, all or most of which have similar attributes distinct from
the attributes of other places.

Geographical Relationships

What is distinctive about the study of human geography is not
so much the phenomena that are studied as the way they are ap-
proached. The contribution of human geography is to reveal how
and why geographical relationships are important in relation to
a wide spectrum of natural, social, economic, political, and cul-
tural phenomena. Thus, for example, human geographers are in-
terested not only in patterns of agricultural production but also
in the geographical relationships and interdependencies that are
both causes and effects of such patterns. To put it in concrete
terms, geographers are interested not only in what specialized
agricultural subregions (e.g., the dairy farming area of Jutland,
Denmark) are like but also in the role of subregions such as Jut-
land in national and international agro-food systems (their in-
terdependence with producers, distributors, and consumers in
other places and regions—see Chapter 8).

Geography is to a great extent an applied discipline as
well as a means of understanding the world. Geographers
employed in business, industry, and government are able to
use geographic theories and techniques to understand and
solve a wide variety of specific problems. A great deal of the
research undertaken by geography professors has an applied
focus.

THE BASIC TOOLS AND
METHODS OF HUMAN
GEOGRAPHERS

In general terms, the basic tools employed in
geography are similar to those in other dis-
ciplines. Like other social scientists, human
geographers usually begin with observation. In-
formation must be collected and data recorded.
This can involve many different methods and
tools. Fieldwork (surveying, asking questions,
using scientific instruments to measure and
record things), laboratory experiments, and
archival searches all are used by human geog-
raphers to gather information about geographi-
cal relationships. Geographers also use remote
sensing, the collection of information about
parts of Earth's surface by means of aerial pho-
tography or satellite imagery designed to record
data on visible, infrared, and microwave sensor
systems (Figure 1.4). For example, agricultural
productivity can be monitored by remotely
sensed images of crops, and energy efficiency
can be monitored by remotely sensed levels of
heat loss from buildings.
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Once data have been obtained through some form of obser-
vation, the next important step is to portray and describe them
through visualization or representation. This can involve a va-
riety of tools, including written descriptions, charts, diagrams,
tables, mathematical formulas, and maps (see Box 1.2: “Visu-
alizing Geography: Maps”). Visualization and representation
are important activities because they allow large amounts of
information to be explored, summarized, and presented to
others. They are nearly always a first step in the analysis of
geographical relationships, and they are important in convey-
ing the findings and conclusions of geographic research.

At the heart of geographic research, as with other kinds of re-
search, is the analysis of data. The objective of analysis, whether
of quantitative or qualitative data, is to discover patterns and es-
tablish relationships so that hypotheses can be established and
models can be built. Models, in this sense, are abstractions of
reality that help explain the real world. They require tools that
allow us to generalize about things. Once again, we find that
geographers are like other social scientists in that they utilize a
wide range of analytical tools, including conceptual and linguis-
tic devices, maps, charts, and mathematical equations.

In many ways, therefore, the tools and methods of human
geographers are parallel to those used in other sciences, especially
the social sciences. In addition, geographers increasingly use some
of the tools and methods of the humanities—interpretive analysis
and inductive reasoning, for example—together with ethnographic
research (the systematic recording of human cultures) and textual
analysis. One of the most distinctive tools in the geographer's kit
bag is geographic information systems (GIS).

A Figure 1.4 Remotely sensed images Remotely sensed images can provide new ways of
seeing the world, as well as unique sources of data on all sorts of environmental conditions. Such
images can help explain problems and processes. Aerial photographs, for example, can be helpful
in explaining what would otherwise require expensive surveys and detailed cartography. They
are especially useful in working with multidisciplinary teams. This example shows the lower Con-
necticut River near the town of Old Lyme. The photograph was taken during the Connecticut
River Marsh Restoration Project.
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1.1 Geography Matters

Why Geography Matters

By Richard Florida, University of Toronto

Since the advent of steam locomotives and the telegraph, there have
been countless predictions about how technology will put an end to the
constraints of geography. Some believe that that day has finally come. The
Economist magazine proclaimed the "death of distance” in 1995 (http://
www.economistcom/node/598895). A decade later, The New York Times
columnist Tom Friedman proclaimed The World Is Flat (Farrar, Straus, Giroux,
2005). Between airplanes, the Internet, social media, and smart phones,
the argument goes, the distances that once separated us have contracted
to nothing; no matter where we live, we can all work and compete on the
same terms.

But dig a little deeper and you'll realize that place and geography matter
more today than they ever did. And not just in some abstract academic way,
but in your daily lives.

Why Where Matters

We tend to focus on two big decisions: who we choose as our life part-
ner and what we do for work. But there is a third big decision—where
you choose to live. The decision about where may be the most impor-
tant, because it has a huge bearing on the others (Richard Florida, Who's
Your City. Basic Books, 2008).

Where you choose to live affects every aspect of your being. It in-
fluences the income you can potentially earn, and how far you can de-
velop your skills. It has a bearing on the friends and romantic partners
you can potentially meet, the networks you can build, and the options
that will be available to your children. It shapes your values and your
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politics. It plays a role in how happy and healthy you are, and in your
overall quality of life.

It's something of a paradox. As globalized as we may be, wealth and
power are more concentrated and clustered than ever before. Location
matters. It is true that communications are instantaneous and journeys that
used to take months now take only hours, but the key factors that determine
whether a place prospers are unevenly distributed; some are much more
endowed with them than others.

Welcome to the Spiky World

When we overlay graphs of economic output, population, and innovation
on a map, some places, especially those in the United States, Western
Europe, and Asia, tower over the rest. Just look at the level of innovation in
Tokyo! The world is anything but flat; it is spiky (Figure 1.A).

Those high levels of innovation and a disproportionate share of the
world's economic activity occur in the geographic clusters called mega-re-
gions—galaxy-like clusters of cities and their suburbs that grow and evolve
into coherent geographic entities. These include great Bos-Wash (Boston-
New York-Washington) Corridor, which would rank as the world’s fourth
largest economy, behind the United States itself and China and Japan; Am-
Bruss-Twerp spanning Amsterdam, Antwerp and Brussels; and the area that
runs from London to Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, and Birmingham. All told,
the globe’s 40 leading mega-regions produce two-thirds of the world's eco-
nomic output and nine in ten of its technological innovations, while housing
less than one in five of its people.
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A Figure 1.A° A Spiky World.
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Urban Planet

Big cities have become the core social and economic organizing units of our time,
replacing the farm and the factory of previous epochs. As the great urbanist Jane
Jacobs was perhaps the first to document in her book The Economy of Cities (Ran-
dom House, 1969), big cities are cauldrons of innovation; when diverse people
live and work in close quarters, they come up with new ideas that improve the
productivity of existing industries and generate new ones.

This geographic clustering of diverse and talented people is what makes
cities different than all other biological and social organisms. Typically when
organisms get bigger their metabolisms slow down. But as cities get larger
and larger their “urban metabolism’—measured variously as their economic
activity or ability to innovate—speeds up. (Bettencourt, Lobo, et al,, “Growth,
Innovation, Scaling, and the Pace of Life in Cities,” Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, http://www.pnas.org/
content/104/17/7301 full).

The geographic clustering of people will only grow. Over the course of
the next century, the world's urban populations are projected to increase by
as many as 5 billion people. Most of that will be happening in the rapidly
urbanizing areas of South East Asia and Africa. To accommodate them, exist-
ing cities will expand substantially and hundreds of cities are likely to emerge
(http://marroninstitute.nyu.edu/content/working-papers/urbanization-as-op-
portunity1). Ensuring that those cities are vibrant, sustainable, and functional

will be the grandest of the grand challenges humanity will ever face. Our
success or failure will have a bearing on everything from our ability to miti-
gate poverty and climate change to how successfully the world continues to
democratize.

Distance is not dead and geography is far from over. The fact is, place
matters more today than it ever has.

Richard Florida is director of the Martin Prosperity Institute at the University
of Toronto's Rotman School of Management, Global Research Professor at
New York University, and senior editor at The Atlantic, where he cofounded
CityLab.

1. Use the online “Place Finder" tool (http://www.creativeclass.
com/_v3/whos_your_city/place_finder/) to identify the city that is
best suited to you. Come up with three to five cities you think you
might want to live and work in and then use the Place Finder tool
to rate and rank them. Which is your best city and why?

2. According to Figure 1.B, neighboring cities in the orange colored
areas are growing into large mega-regions. Some of these even cross
national boundaries and in some respects have more in common
with each other than their respective countries. Is it possible that city

regions will become more significant units of place than nation states?
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